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Royal Society to elaborate details and to form a comprehensive scheme
for the conduct of the ent» rprise was undoubtedly due to the existence of
such a feeling. Gratified as we must be to recognise this, the responsi-
bility which is now cast upon the Royal Society is rendered all the
heavier in consequence, and it must be admitted that the task before it
is no light one ; yet it will not be difficult to accomplish the end in view,
if all concerned, work in the spirit of good will which has been manifest
throughout the proceedings.

Xibrarp {Progress at /Doss Sfoe.

Moss SIDE is an urban township which adjoins Manchester on the
southern side of the city. The district is about a mile and a half long
and half a mile wide, and has a population of 25,000 people. The need
fora Public Library has long been acknowledged. In 1887 a poll was
taken which showed that the public opinion of the community was in
favour of the establishment of such an institution. Technical difficulties
arose, and the Local Board postponed action. On the election of the
first Urban District Council under the Local Government Act of 1894, the
question was revived, and the Public Libraries' Acts were adopted rum.
con- A Public Libraries' committee was appointed, and under their
direction Mr. W. Acton, C.E., the council's surveyor, prepared plans and
drawings for a building which economically provides the requisite ac-
commodation. Application was made to the Local Government Board
for a loan to defray the cost of the erection of the building, and the
council have appropriated as a site land already in their possession.
The sanction of the Government was received at the end of February,
and the work will be commenced forthwith. The building will cost
over £3,000.

The Public Library is being erected at the corner of Bradshaw Street
and Moss Lane East, adjoining the council hall. The building will con-
sist of basement and two storeys above ground. The basement will be
available for class-rooms and small meetings. The ground floor will be
devoted to the reference and lending libraries and newsroom. The upper
:-torey will consist of a large room (which can be divided when necessary)
suitable for lectures, meetings, concerts, exhibitions, &c.

In the Reference Library it is intended to place a useful collection of
works of reference, local and other directories, encyclopaedias, gazetteers,
English and foreign dictionaries, concordances, commentaries, and other
books likely to be helpful to the trading and professional classes, as well
•is to the student and general reader.

The Lending Library is intended to form the main part of the institu-
tion, and the aim will be to make it a collection of the best authors in
every department of English literature, and of translations of the most
important of the classic writers of other languages. History, science,
theology, art, and the various branches of political economy must also
have attention. In this way it is hoped to make the Library fully
available both for instruction and recreation. There should be a collec-
tion of the more important books dealing with the local history of the
district, and an attempt will be made to preserve all local documents
that may be of use or interest to the future inhabitants of Moss Side. An
effort is also being made to bring together specimens of the art of print-
ing and book production in various ages, a few examples of typography
from the fifteenth to the nineteenth century have already been obtained.
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368 The Library.

It is now generally recognised that all Public Libraries should have
some special collections. There are two great English authors of whom
the Moss Side Public Library might not unfittingly be made a memorial.
The childhood of Thomas De Quincey was passed within a stone's throw
of where the Library will itand. The name of Mrs. Gaskell, the author
of Mary Barton, is also closely identified with the neighbourhood, a
portion of Moss Side is built upon the " Mary Barton Fields." A collec-
tion of all that these famous authors have written, whether in books or
periodicals, of all the translations of their writings, and of all that has
been said about them, would certainly add distinction to the Moss Side
Library. Friends and admirers of De Quincey and of Mrs. Gaskell will,
it is thought, be willing to enrich such a collection with autographs, per-
sonal relics, portraits, and other illustrative material. The daughters
and granddaughters of De Quincey (Mrs. Bandsmith, Miss De Quincey,
and the Misses Bandsmith) have presented the first collected edition of
his writings, and also a portrait and autograph. The Misses Gaskell
have sent a donation for the purchase of various editions of their mother's
writings. Already some of the rarest of the books of De Quincey and
Mrs. Gaskell have been obtained, including the suppressed Brand, and
the rare French translation of the Opium Eater by Baudelaire and De
Musset

The penny library rate will produce about ^420 a year. The com-
mittee have, therefore, issued an appeal for donations of money and
books, and have received an encouraging response. Thri foundation
stone of the Library is to be laid on September 5th by Mr. William E. A.
Axon, one of the founders of the Library Association, who is the chairman
of the Moss Side Library Committee. The event comes very appropri-
ately on the last day of the week in which the annual gathering of the
Library Association is to be held.

/Dr. Uall Calne on public Xibraries.
OPENING OF A PUBJJC LIBRARY AT EASTBOURNP.

ON July 7th, Mr. Hall Caine opened the new Public Library at
Eastbourne. In the course of his address, Mr. Caine said that it was
perhaps natural that the Mayor and Corporation should have thought of
a literary man where a library was in question, but it was the familiar
experience of literary men tha.t a literary celebration in honour of Scott,
or Burns, or even Shakespeare, must have in the forefront mtn of every
kind of distinction except literary distinction. He was bound to say that
in this instance they had exhibited a sort of rash and double-barrelled
courage, for they had chosen from among men of letters one whose only
claim to recognition was that he belonged to the large and irresponsible
family of storytellers. With, regard to Public Libraries and the trade of
book-selling, he said these were not in any degree antagonistic to each
other, and he had found that in the great centres the Public Library and
the booksellers kept pace together. Mr. Hall Caine referred to Lord
Rosebery's recent speech, in which he gave it as his opinion that intel-
lectual apathy was the danger of our nation at the present time. He
(Mr. Hall Caine) would say that the great success of the Public Library
was a proof that the intellectual vigour of a nation was from within and
not from without Intellectual apathy would lead by sure and speedy
consequence to the decline of literature, and the decline of literature
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